
Preventing the (Un)thinkable:
Escalation Scenarios and Risk Reduction 
Measures for Russia and NATO following 
the War in Ukraine

Daan Sanders, Tim Sweijs and Paul van Hooft  
September 2022 

 

 
 



 
2 

Daan Sanders, Tim Sweijs and Paul van Hooft

  



3   

Table of Contents 
 

1.  

2.  

2.1 Intentional escalation  

2.2 Unintentional Escalation  

3.  

3.1 Scenario 1: Subversive campaign against the West  

3.2 Scenario 2: Russian strike against NATO assets  

3.3 Scenario 3: Sub-strategic nuclear employment: Russian ‘escalate to deescalate’  

4.  

4.1 Scenario 1: Attack based on erroneous intel  

4.2 Scenario 2: Accidental targeting of NATO-assets  

4.3 Scenario 3: Attack on entangled C3I-systems  

5.  

 


