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DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1010 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1010

In his National Security Strategy, President Biden made clear that we are at an inflection
point, with the United States entering a decisive decade amid a rapidly-changing security
environment. In the National Biodefense Strategy and Implementation Plan, the Biden-Harris
Administration laid out a vision of a world free from catastrophic biological incidents, setting forth
“bold outcomes™ for countering biological threats, enhancing pandemic preparedness, and
achieving global health security. In support of this strategic direction, the Department of Defense
(DoD) must be prepared to operate in a biological threat environment and to support the national
biodefense enterprise, at home and abroad.

The Secretary of Defense directed DoD to conduct a comprehensive Biodefense Posture
Review to establish our approach to advance this biodefense vision and incorporate lessons learned
from the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. This first-of-its-kind review synchronizes our
biodefense planning with the 2022 National Defense Strategy (NDS), the National Biodefense
Strategy, and, as appropriate, allies and partners, to support their biodefense efforts in alignment
with national goals and strategies.

The NDS recognizes that expanding biological threats, enabled by advances in life sciences
and biotechnology, are among the many growing threats to U.S. national security that the U.S.
military must address. And, as we implement the NDS — by acting urgently to sustain and
strengthen U.S. integrated deterrence, campaign day-to-day to gain and sustain military
advantages, and build enduring advantages for the future Joint Force — we must prepare to do this
all within a biological threat environment, including transboundary challenges like pandemics.

The National Biodefense Strategy makes clear that it is a vital interest of the United States
to manage the risk of biological incidents, whether naturally occurring, accidental, or deliberate.
DoD plays an important role in helping the national biodefense enterprise prepare for, prevent,
deter, detect, rapidly respond to, and recover from biological threats at home and abroad.

This report from the inaugural Biodefense Posture Review outlines strategic guidance,
findings, and reforms necessary to posture DoD to meet the present and future challenges posed
by biological threats. We will do this through an empowered, collaborative approach that optimizes
our capabilities, capacity, resilience, and readiness to address biological threats.

We cannot prevent or anticipate every biological threat in these turbulent times, but I am
confident that DoD, along with our counterparts throughout the U.S. government and our allies
and partners around the world, will continue to act boldly to meet the biological threats and
pandemic challenges of this decisive decade.
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