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Preface

Where will the next war occur? Who will fight in it? Why will it occur? 
How will it be fought? Researchers with RAND Project AIR FORCE’s 
Strategy and Doctrine Program attempted to answer these questions 
about the future of warfare—specifically, those conflicts that will drive 
a U.S. and U.S. Air Force response—by examining the key geopo-
litical, economic, environmental, geographic, legal, informational, and 
military trends that will shape the contours of conflict between now 
and 2030. This report is one of a series that grew out of this effort. The 
other reports in this series are

• Raphael S. Cohen, Eugeniu Han, and Ashley L. Rhoades,
Geopolitical Trends and the Future of Warfare: The Changing
Global Environment and Its Implications for the U.S. Air Force
(RR-2849/2-AF)

• Forrest E. Morgan and Raphael S. Cohen, Military Trends and
the Future of Warfare: The Changing Global Environment and Its
Implications for the U.S. Air Force (RR-2849/3-AF)

• Howard J. Shatz and Nathan Chandler, Global Economic Trends
and the Future of Warfare: The Changing Global Environment and
Its Implications for the U.S. Air Force (RR-2849/4-AF)

• Shira Efron, Kurt Klein, and Raphael S. Cohen, Environment,
Geography, and the Future of Warfare: The Changing Global Envi-
ronment and Its Implications for the U.S. Air Force (RR-2849/5-AF)

• Bryan Frederick and Nathan Chandler, Restraint and the Future
of Warfare: The Changing Global Environment and Its Implications
for the U.S. Air Force (RR-2849/6-AF).
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This volume introduces the overall definitions, methodology, 
findings and the larger implications for the Air Force in particular and 
the joint force at large that are used in the series of reports. 

This research was sponsored by the Director of Strategy, Con-
cepts and Assessments, Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategic Plans and 
Requirements (AF/A5S). It is part of a larger study, entitled The Future 
of Warfare, that assists the Air Force in assessing trends in the future 
strategic environment for the next Air Force strategy. This report should 
be of value to the national security community and interested members 
of the general public, especially those with an interest in how global 
trends will affect the conduct of warfare. Comments are welcome and 
should be sent to the project leader, Raphael S. Cohen. Research was 
completed in August 2018.

RAND Project AIR FORCE

RAND Project AIR FORCE (PAF), a division of the RAND Corpo-
ration, is the U.S. Air Force’s federally funded research and develop-
ment center for studies and analyses. PAF provides the Air Force with 
independent analyses of policy alternatives affecting the development, 
employment, combat readiness, and support of current and future air, 
space, and cyber forces. Research is conducted in four programs: Force 
Modernization and Employment; Manpower, Personnel, and Train-
ing; Resource Management; and Strategy and Doctrine. The research 
reported here was prepared under contract FA7014-16-D-1000.

Additional information about PAF is available on our website: 
www.rand.org/paf.

This report documents work originally shared with the U.S. Air 
Force in September 2018. The draft report, issued September 7, 2018, 
was reviewed by formal peer reviewers and U.S. Air Force subject- 
matter experts.

http://www.rand.org/paf
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