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About This Report

This report documents and evaluates a series of recent changes (2020–2023) to battle rhythm 
events and processes at U.S. Central Command (USCENTCOM). These revised processes 
enable the consideration of the informational aspects of operations and support better inte-
gration of informational and physical effects across the spectrum of competition and conflict 
within the command. The report provides an evaluative framework useful for ensuring that 
future changes in battle rhythm events preserve the benefits gained to date and for guiding 
changes at other commands that want to gain similar benefits.

The research reported here was completed in August 2023 and underwent security review 
with the sponsor before public release.

RAND National Security Research Division
This research was sponsored by USCENTCOM and conducted within the International Secu-
rity and Defense Policy Program of the RAND National Security Research Division (NSRD), 
which operates the National Defense Research Institute (NDRI), a federally funded research 
and development center sponsored by the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Staff, 
the Unified Combatant Commands, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the defense agencies, and 
the defense intelligence enterprise.

For more information on the RAND International Security and Defense Policy Pro-
gram, see www.rand.org/nsrd/isdp or contact the director (contact information is provided 
on the webpage).
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